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Dear Cape Verde friends, supporters and all those committed to our cause,

It’s been far too long since you’ve heard from Tarrafal, Santo Antão, although 
our work here has continued as before. The reason is that myself and the other
key people involved have to spend most of their time making a living, and 
work has kept us very busy here. Which means we haven’t provided much at 
all by way of updates on our activities. Equally unsatisfactory is the poor state 
of our website. 

This led to us making the following decision at our 
DaM meeting on 5 April 2019: Jailson Carvalho, who 
is our presidente and in charge of organizing and 
carrying out most of the projects here, is to receive a
small expense allowance for efforts that go beyond 
his normal duties (e.g. preparation and ongoing 
support for the working visits of the SMILES dental 
team, activities lasting two or more days with the 
bolseiros DaM
youth group
during the
school
holidays),
enabling him

to devote time to his DaM-related
functions without any personal
disadvantage. Additionally, we will pay
someone to update the website – both
the currently necessary work and on an
ongoing basis thereafter – as this is not
working on a voluntary basis.



There is also a need for action in another area: the building in which we 
previously had use of a room as our base for DaM has been sold. So we had to 

move out and find another place to 
store our own things and the equipment
for the NGO SMILES, which we keep 
with us for the annual working visits – 
specifically, in a room in a currently 
unused building opposite. But we can’t 
store our stuff there for much longer 
either, because of upcoming renovation 
work, and we are urgently looking for 
an alternative. One short-term option is
a single room that we hope will be 
made available to us (and for free), but 
in the medium- and longer-term DaM 
definitely needs its own base. Our 

vision: building as opposed to renting! Building a house is relatively cheap 
here, in comparison to buying one or renting one). We will contact the 
municipal authorities about ways in which they can help us (e.g. by providing a
suitable building plot).

In recent months, much of our effort has gone into the continuation and 
further development of our educational-support project under which, in the 
past year, we were able (for the first
time) to offer help to all pupils above
primary level. In September 2018, we

launched the
second of our
‘Join In’
campaigns -
aimed at
financially
assisting
secondary-school
pupils – with a
view to obtaining
donations and

other support for the current school
year. The outcome: €2,973! The charitable association SODADE 
(www.sodade.de) alone donated Esc.140,000 (€1,273) this year for boarding-
school pupils from Tarrafal. A big thank-you to all who contributed!
We are topping up the total with some €1,500 from our reserves, since we 
have expanded our programme still further this year to include those school-
leavers who have gone into higher education. Recipients obtain an allowance to
help with schooling costs, as these are a real obstacle at around €150 per 
month. During the 2018/2019 school year, therefore, we will be providing 
monthly allowances worth an annual total of Esc 485,000 (€4,409) to help with
schooling costs, and all 33 secondary-school pupils from Tarrafal – as well as 
all six of the village’s university students – will be receiving financial 
assistance. 

http://www.sodade.de/


At the beginning of the second term of the
2018/2019 school year, we presented 
Tarrafal’s 75 primary-school pupils with a 
practical gift: school supplies. On 7 
January, Year 1 to Year 6 pupils were 
delighted to receive some exercise books, 
pens and pencils, rulers and erasers. 
These youngsters are at primary schools 
in two different parts of Tarrafal: Praia, 

and Covão, a district 500 m above sea
level. 
These resources were to be found in
the ‘exciting yellow boxes’ that
Brigitte Zellermayer keeps sending us
from Vienna. We have now received
137 of these packages! 
Many thanks, Brigitte!

As for new initiatives, we have a few things in the pipeline for the next few 
months:

 One thing we really want for Tarrafal – after two years of fruitless search-
ing – is a glass shredder for bottles. Originally, the idea was to get hold of
such a machine without having to buy it. There was, apparently, one 
standing unused at the municipal authority in Porto Novo, and Mindelo 
definitely has one unused shredder as well. Unfortunately, we weren’t 
able to obtain either of them, and we’re now keen to finally make this 
happen even if it means buying the shredder. As soon as we have clarified
how suitable infrastructure can be created (collection, transport, storage, 
usage, etc.), we want to hold special fundraisers to generate the €2,000 
required. The chief aim is the appropriate disposal of bottles. An intended 
additional benefit is that educational and awareness-raising work within the 
village community – which will be necessary in this context – will be a first step 
in tackling the issue of litter for the bolseiros DaM youth group.

- We want to set up a radio station for the village. With assistance from a 
public radio broadcaster, we would like to run our own radio station, 
which would be valuable in two ways. Firstly, by providing bolseiros DaM 
with a framework for training, something worthwhile to do in the school 
holidays, and many other benefits. And secondly, for the people of Tarra-
fal and our neighbouring village of Monte Trigo, providing them with 
music and useful information, as well as letting them know about 
planned DaM activities.

– We want a new roof for the João Madeira primary school in Praia. The 
two buildings housing the classrooms have a roof made of asbestos 
sheeting! School head Odorico Lopes (a DaM founder member) is 
obtaining an estimate for the work. 



– We want to establish our own ‘HQ’. We need our own private base 
(including a small sound studio; see above) for our work, which would 
also serve as a storage space for our equipment and various items.

If anyone – whether you’re a first-time donor or have given previously – would
like to financially support us, here is a reminder of our account details: 

For financial donations from Europe, the account details are as follows:
Förderverein Dar as Maos e.V. (our supporting organization in Germany):
Account no. 41 06 72 79 00 (GLS Bank)
IBAN: DE83 4306 0967 4106 7279 00
BIC: GENODEM1GLS

Financial contributions from Cape Verde should be donated to our local NGO:
entidade: ONG Dar as Maos
Account no. 34024993.10.1 (Caixa Económica CV)
IBAN: CV64000200003402499310194
SWIFT/BIC CODE: CXECCVCV

For those outside Cape Verde, the best means of payment is by bank transfer 
to our supporting organization in Germany. For donations made locally, please 
use our Cape Verde account.

We will be happy to issue you with a receipt for your donation that is 
recognized by the German tax authorities. If you wish your gift to be 
earmarked for a specific project (e.g. glass shredder, school roof, etc.), a brief 
note to this effect will suffice.

To all our supporters and everyone involved or interested: we’re
very grateful for your commitment to us and our cause here in

Tarrafal. None of this would be possible without you!


