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Dear friends, supporters and all those committed to our cause,
The new school year began on 23 September, bringing with it many new tasks 
to accomplish.
But, before we look ahead, let’s first look back over what has happened 
recently in this connection …

2019/2020 is the third school year in a row that ‘Dar as Mãos’ has been 
especially committed to its educational-support project. We have helped pupils 
at both primary schools in Tarrafal by providing them with exercise books and 
stationery; pupils at the secondary school received financial assistance as all of
them have to live away from home during term time.   With support from the 
‘SODADE e.V.’ association (www.sodade.de), 29 families received a monthly 
allowance of Esc 1,000 or 2,000 during the first year. And, in the past year, the
number helped was 33 senior pupils and additionally six girls who had finished 
school and had begun tertiary education in Mindelo. The secondary-school 
pupils and tertiary-education students make up the bolseiros DaM youth group.

We had a special challenge for the bolseiros during the summer holidays: to 
kick-start our 2019/20 fundraising
campaign for pupils by organizing a
flea market. On 14 September they
held the second ‘DaM Flea Market’
which, like the previous one, was held
in a classroom at the Joao Madeira
primary school in Praia, but this time
without the teachers’ involvement.
Items on sale included clothes –
children’s clothing proved especially
popular – as well as toys, rucksacks
and bags, a small amount of sports
equipment and household articles;



and, although the event could perhaps 
have been somewhat better publicized, 
many browsers and buyers came from 
the village community.  

Most of them clearly enjoyed their 
spending spree, because at these prices 
– starting at Esc 10 (9 cents) – everyone 

could afford something. The many
children who came were especially
happy as their enthusiastic parents
bought them toys (including stuffed
animals), games, pens and pencils,
colouring books, frisbees, snorkelling
gear, etc. The most sought-after
items were rucksacks, which went
down particularly well with pupils –

and also with members of the village’s 
fishing community, who soon snapped up 
the few raincoats and sleeveless jackets 
we were able to offer. After a good three 
hours everything had been sold and the 
proceeds, at Esc 18,010 (about €163), 
were even higher than last year‘s. The 
verdict: the bolseiros successfully rose to 
the challenge set them, and we want to 
repeat this success by holding another 
flea market during next summer’s 
holidays with items donated by then.

Barely 10 days later, on Monday, 23 September, the Year 1 to 6 pupils took up 
their places in the primary school’s three
classrooms. To help them get off to a
good start we gave each child with a
‘starter kit’ consisting of three exercise
books, pencil, sharpener and rubber, a
set of coloured pencils and a lolly to
sweeten the beginning of the long school
year. We also presented the schools with
some paintboxes and brushes for shared
use by older year-groups in art lessons. 
The lion’s share of these supplies was
donated by an organization that has only
recently started supporting us: a charity



called Pangea.e.V. (www.pangea-ev.de) based in Aachen, Germany. It has 
encouraged and assisted children and young people in India, Nepal, Namibia 
and Cape Verde since 2011. We are very grateful to them!

Our primary school in Tarrafal has a new head 
teacher. The previous head, Odorico Batista Lopes
(a co-founder of ‘Dar
as Maos‘) retired from his post in June 2019. His 
successor Helder Lopes – no relation – is 30 years
old and comes from Ribeira Grande on the other 
side of the island. He has lived in Tarrafal for two 
years and teaches two subjects, English and 
French, to Year 5 and 6 primary-school pupils.

I asked him a few questions the day after school started: 
Annette: How many pupils are attending primary school this year in Tarrafal?
Helder: We have 65 pupils between Year 1 and Year 6 in the Joao Madeira 
primary school and 10 between Year 1 and Year 4 in the district of Covão.

Annette: What are the most important tasks ahead?
Helder: The most pressing one is a repair: one of the two toilets for pupils is 
now unusable, leaving only two toilets for 75 pupils and nine teachers. 
Hygienically speaking, this is completely inadequate. I would also like to get 
use out of the school garden – which is standing idle – once more so we can 
grow our own vegetables and help the children eat more healthily.

Annette: What are the difficulties in particular? 
Helder: There is a shortage of funds wherever you look, and the wheels of 
bureaucracy grind slowly. It will be months before I get a reply to my request 
to have the toilet repaired. And there’s no guarantee we will get the money for 
the renovation – many school buildings are in similarly poor condition. And 
being confronted with public guidelines and legal requirements is sometimes 
complicated, especially if they’ve just been introduced.  

And now let’s look ahead. Two weeks later the quote for repairing the toilet 
was ready – the overall material costs are around €350. We will purchase 
these materials and give them to the school, and the work will be done for free
by Tarrafal’s municipal employee in charge of water issues.
And, of course, as before, we want to do all we can to support the senior 
school pupils and students in tertiary education – both financially and by 
practically integrating these youngsters into our activities.

This school year there are 40 pupils completing their secondary education in 
Porto Novo or another town whom we intend to give an allowance, and the 
number of higher-education students has increased to nine. But they – indeed,
especially they – are also reliant on financial assistance because the monthly 



tuition fees alone amount to Esc 9,000–15,000 (€82–136), on top of which are
costs for required educational materials, travel, accommodation, etc.

So we invite you to take part in our 

 ‘Join in!’ campaign no. 3
Fund for secondary and tertiary education

If you’d like to help us in our efforts to improve education here and support 
pupils from Tarrafal with tangible action, you’ll find the details of our accounts 
in Germany and Cape Verde here. Both the Cape Verde-based ‘Dar as Mãos’ 
and our supporting organization in Germany have the status of non-profit 
organizations and so we can issue tax receipts for donations that are 
recognized by tax offices in Germany.

The full description and the aims of the ‘Join In!‘ campaign can also be found in
a separate attachment on ‘Join In! Campaign No. 1’.

Account in Germany:
Account holder / Kontoinhaber: Förderverein Dar as Maos e.V.
Account no. / Konto-Nr.: 41 06 72 79 00
IBAN: DE83 4306 0967 4106 7279 00
BIC: GENODEM1GLS (GLS Bank)

Account in Cape Verde:
Account holder / entidade: Associação Dar as Mãos
Account / conta: 34024993 Caixa Económica Porto Novo
NIB: 000200003402499310194
IBAN: CV64 000200003402499310194
SWIFT/BIC CODE: CXECCVCV

A big thank-you to everyone involved!


